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« To the Romayns. 


or as moche as this piſtle ys the pꝛincipal 
nd moſt excellent part off the newe teſta⸗ 
ment / and moſt pure evangelion / that is to ſaye 


gladde tydinges and that we call goſpel / and al⸗ 
ſoa lyghte and a waye in vn to the whole ſcriptu 


re / thinke it mete / that every chꝛiſten man not 
only knowe it by roote&d with oute the boke/ but 
alſo exexcice hym ſylfe therein evermore cõtinu⸗ 
ally / as with the dayly bredde of the ſoule. No⸗ 
man verelycan reede it to ofte oꝛ ſtudie it to well 
foꝛ the moar it ys ſtudied the eaſier it is / he mos 
are it is cheued the pleaſander it is / and the mo⸗ 
gre grundely it is ſherched the pꝛecioſer thynges 
ar found init / ſo greate treaſure of ſpiritual this 
ges lyeth hyd therein. : 

J will thetrfoze beſtowe my laboure and dili⸗ 
gence / thorowe this lytyll pꝛeface or prologe/to 
prepare a waye ĩ their vn to / ſo ferfoꝛth as God 
ſhall geve me grace / that it maye be the better 
vnderſtonde of every man / for it hath bene hets 
herto evyll darkened with glooſes and wonder 


full dreames off ſophiſters / that noman cowde 


ſpye oute the entente and meaning off it / which 


nevertheleſſe of it webs lyghte/and 


ſufficient to geve lyghte vn to all the ſcripture. 
Fyrſt we muſt marke diligently the maner off 
peakynge of the Apoſtel / and above all thynge 
nowe what Paul meaneth by thes woꝛdes / the 
awe / Synne / Grace / Fayth / Ryghteweſnes 
Fleſhe / Spꝛite / and ſoche lyke / or elſe rede thou 
it never ſo ofte/thou ſhalt but looſe thy laboure. 
This word Lawe mapye not be vnderſtonde he⸗ 
re aftex the commune maner / and to vſe Pauls 
terme / af ter the maner of men oꝛ after mãs was 


res/that thou woldeſt ſare the lawe here in this 
a 0] 


11 An introducciõ to the piſtle of Paul 
Il place were nothinge butt lernynge which tea<hs 
. e.th what oughte to be done ãd what oughte not 
to be done / as it goeth with mans lawe / where 
the lawe is fulfylled with outewarde woꝛkes on 
Wit ly / though the hert be never ſo ferre off. But god 
4 iudgeth after the grounde of the herte / ye ãd the 
thoughtes and the ſecret moviges of the mynde- 
therefore hys lawe requireth the grounde off the 
rt and love from the botome there of / ãd is not 
if content with the outeward werke only / but rebu 
1 A eth thos woꝛkes moſt off all which ſpꝛinge not 
[ | of love from the ground and lowe botome of the 
herte / though they apperẽ outwarde neverſo ho 
neſt and good / as Chꝛiſt in the goſpell rebuketh 
the phareſes above all wodyrthatt were open 
ſynners / and calleth them Npocrites / that is to 
ſaye Simulars / and paynted Sepulchres / wh⸗ 
ich Phareſes yet lyved no men ſo pure / as perte⸗ 
ynyng tothe outewarde dedes ãd woꝛkes off the 
lawe / ye and paul in the thrid chapter of his Pr; 
ſtell vn to the Philippians confeſſeth of hym ſyl⸗ 
fe / thatt as twytchynge the lawe he was ſochen 
wone as no man cowde complayne on / and nott 
withſtondynge was yet a murderar of the Chꝛi 
ſten / perſecuted them / and toꝛmented them / ſo 
ſoore / that he compelled them to blaſpheme Ch⸗ 
riſte / and was all to gedyr mercyleſſe / as many 
which nowe fayne outward goodwerkes are. 
For this cauſe the cxv.pſalme calleth all mẽ ly: 
ars / becauſe that noman kepeth the lawe from 
the grounde off the herte / nether canne kepe it. 
or all men ar naturally enclyned vn to evyll / 
d hate the lawe / we fynde in oure ſil ves vnluſt 
and tediouſnes to do good / but luſt and delectas 
riõ to doo evill. Nowe where no fre luſt ys to doo 
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Tothe Romayns. 5 
good / there the botome of the hert fulfylleth not 


the lawe/ãd there no doute ys alſo ſynne ãd wꝛa 
th deſerved befoꝛe god / though their be never ſo 
many oute warde good woꝛkes / oꝛ never 6 05 
ri0us an outewarde ſhewe and apperãce ho? 
neſte lyvynge. 

Fo this cauſe cõcludeth ſencte Paul in the ſe⸗ 
cunde Chapter that the iewes all ar ſynners and 
tranſgreſſoꝛs of the lawe / though they make me 
beleve / thoꝛowe ypocxiſi off outward woꝛkes / 
how that they fulfyll the lawe / and ſaith that he 
only which doeth the lawe ys ryghtewes befoꝛe 
God / meanynge therby that noman with outes 
warde woꝛkes fulfylleth the lawe. Thou (ſateth 
he to the Jewe ) teacheſt a man ſülde not bꝛeake 
wedelocke / and yet bꝛeakeſt wedelocke thy ſylfe. 
Wherin thou iudgeſt a nother man / therin cons 
demneſt thou thy ſylfe / foꝛ thou thy ſylfe doeſt es 
vyn the veryſame thynges whych thou iudgeſt. 
As though he wolde ſaye / thou lyveſt outewar⸗ 
dly well in the werkes off the lawe / and iudgeſt 
them that lyve not ſo / thou teacheſt wother me/ 
and ſeeſta moote in a nother mans eye / but art 
not ware of the beame that is in thyn awne eye. 
Foꝛ though thou kepe the lawe outewardly wy⸗ 
th werkes / foꝛ feare of rebuke / ſhame / ãd puny⸗ 
ſhement / other foꝛ love off rewarde / vantage / 
and vayne gloꝛy/ yet doeſt thou all wyth out luſt 

and love tothe lawe warde / and haddeſt levyr 
a greate deale wodyr wyſe doo / pf thou feareds 
deſt not the lawe / ye inwardly in thyne hert / ths 
ou woldeſt thatt their were no lawe / nonoꝛ yett 
God / the auctoꝛ and vangear of the lawe / yff it 
were poſſible / ſo paynefull it ys vnto the to have 
thyne appetytes xefrayned 8d to be kepte doune, 
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An introducciõ to the piſtle of Paul 
wWherfore then it is aplayne concluſis / that 
thou from the grounde and botome of thyne her 
te arte an ennimye to the lawe. Whatt pꝛevay⸗ 
leth it nowe / that thou teacheſt a nother mã not 
to ſteale / when thou thyne awne ſylfe arte a the⸗ 
— thyne hert / and outwardly woldeſt fayne 
teale yff thou durſt? though that the outwarde 
dedes abyde not allwaye be hynde with ſoche y⸗ 
pocrites and diſſimulars / but breake foꝛth ams 
onge / evyn as anevyll ſtabbe or a pocke can not 
all wayes be kepe in with violence off medicine. 
Thou teacheſt a nother mã / but teacheſt not thy 
ſylfe/ ye thou woteſt not what thou teacheſt / foꝛ 


thou vnderſtõdeſt not the lawe a right / how th⸗ 


at it can not be fulfylled and ſatisfied / but with 
in warde love and affects / ſo greately it can nor 
be fulfilled with outeward dedes and werkes on 


ly. Moꝛe ovyr the lawe encreaſeth ſynne / as he 


ſayth in the fyftechapter / becauſe that mã ys an 
enymy tothe lawe / foꝛ as moch as it requireth ſo 
many thynges clene contrarie to hys nature / ws 
here off he ys not able to fulfill one poynte or ti: 
tle / as the lawe requireth it. And therfore ar we 
_—_ pꝛovokede / and have greatter luſt to bꝛe 
eit. | | 
Foꝛ which cauſes ſake he ſayeth in the ſevẽth 
Chapter / that the lawe ys ſpirituall / as though 
he wold ſaye / yffthe lawe were fleſſhely and bur 
mans doctrine / it myght be fulfylled / ſatiſfied / 
and ſtilled with outwarde dedes. Butt nowe is 
the lawe goſtely / and noman fulfylleth it / exce: 
pte that all that he doeth ſpꝛinge off love frõ the 
botome of the hert. Soche a newe hert and luſty 
corage vnto the lawe warde / canſt thou nevyr 
cumby of thyne awne ſtrenght and enfoꝛcemens 
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ritual hert/ãdtherfore of neceſſite requixeth yt 
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To the Romayns. 
te / but by the operacion and woꝛkynge of the ſp⸗ 


| rite, For the ſpꝛite off God only makethaman 


ſpirituall and lyke vnto the lawe / ſothattnowe 
hencefoꝛth he doeth nothĩge of feare or for lucre 
or vantages ſake ox of vayne glorie / but ofa fre 
hert and off inward luſt. The lawe ys ſpiris 
tuall 6d wylbe bothcloved&dfulfylled of a ſpi⸗ 


the ſpꝛete that maketh a mans herte fre / and ge 
veth hym luſt and corage vn to the lawe warde. 
Where ſoche a ſpꝛite ys not there remayneth ſyn 
ne grudgynge / ãd hatered agẽſt the lawe / which 
lawe nevertheleſſe is good / ryghtewes Fd holy. 
Accoynte thy ſilfe therfore with the maner of 
ſpeakynge of the Apoſtell / and let this nowe ſte⸗ 
Fe faſte in thyne hert/ that yt is not bothe one / to 
doo to dedes and work? of the lawe / and tofull⸗ 
fill the lawe. The woꝛke off the lawe ys / whatſo 
evyr a man doeth or can doo off his awnefres 
will / off his awne pꝛopyr ſtrengthe / andenfor⸗ 
ſynge. Not with ſtondynge though there be nes 
vyr ſo greate woꝛkynge / yet as longe as their ꝛc 
mayneth in the herte vnluſt / tediouſnes / gruds 
gynge / gryffe / payne / lothſumnes and compul⸗ 
cion tothe lawe ward / ſo longe a2 all the woꝛkes 
vnpꝛofitable / loſt / ye and damnable in the ſyg⸗ 
ht of God. This meaneth paul in the thredech⸗ 
apter / where he ſayeth / by the dedes of the lawe 
ſhall nofleſſhe be iuſtified in the ſyghte off Gods 
Here by peꝛcea veſt thou / that thooſe ſophiſters 


ar but diſceavers / which teache that a man map 


and muſt prepare hym ſylfe to grace andto the 
fa voure of God / with good workes. Howe can 
they pꝛepare them ſylves vn to the favoure off 
God / and to that which is good / which them ſil⸗ 
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ves can doo no good / no cã not once thite a good 
thoughte or conſent to doo good / the devyll poſſe 
"tf ſſinge their hertes / myndes / and thoughtes cat 
— ptyve at hys pleaſure? Can thooſe werkes plea⸗ 
ſe God/thynkeſt thou / which ar done with gry⸗ 
fe / payne /ãd tediouſnes / with an evyl will / wis 
th a contrarie and a grudgynge minde? G holy 
ſancte Proſperus- howe myghtely / withythe ſcs 
ripture of Paule confoundedeſt thou this heres 
ſy/ a boute( I trowe) a twelve hundꝛed yeares 
a goo or there apon, | 
_ Tofulfyllthelawe is / to doo the woꝛkes there 
of / and whatſumever the lawe commaundeth 
wyth love / luſt / and inward affeccion and dele⸗ 
ctacion / and to lyve godly and well / frely / wil; 
lingly / and with oute compulcion of the lawe 
evẽ as though there were nolawe at all. Soche 
luſte and fre lyberte to love the lawe / cometh on 
ly by the woꝛkynge off the ſprite in the herte / as 
he ſayth in the fyſtte chapter. 
Nowe is the ſprite no nodyr wyſe geven / then 
by fayth only /in that we beleve the promyſes of 
God / with oute waverynge / howe that God ys 
trewe / and will falfyll all his good promiſes to 
vs ward for the bloude of Chriſtes ſake / as yt is 
playne in thefyrſt chapter / Jam not aſſhamed 
(ſayeth paul) of Chriſtes gladde tydynges / for 
it is the power of God / vn to ſalvacion to as ma | 
ny as beleve / for attonce and to gedder even as 
we belevethe gladtydinges pꝛeached to vs / the 
holy goſt entreth in to oure hertes ãd looſeth the 
bondes of the De vill / which before poſſeſſed ous 
re hertes in captivite and held them / that we co⸗ 
. ulde have noluſt to the wyll of God in the lawe. 1 
And as the ſpꝛite cometh by fayth only / even ſo 
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fayth cometh by hearynge thewozdeor glad tys 
0 dinges of God / when Chriſt is pꝛeached / how 
1 that he is Godf ſonne and man alſo / deede and 
| ryſen agayne foꝛ oure ſakes / as heſayethin the 
thred / fourth / and tenthe chapters. All oure iu: 
ſtifyinge then cometh of fayth / and faythã d the 
ſpꝛite come of God and not of vs. 1 
HSerof cometh it / that fayth only iuſtifyeth / 
maketh ryghtewes / and fulfylleth the lawe / foꝛ 
it bꝛingeth the ſpꝛete thoꝛowe Chriſtes deſervys 
nges / the ſpꝛite bꝛingeth luſt / looſeth the hert / 
maketh hym fre / ſetteth hym at lyberte / and ge? 
veth hym ſtrengthe to woꝛkethe de des of the la? 
we with love / even as the lawe requireth / then 
at the laſt out off the ſame fayth ſo woꝛkynge in 
the herth / ſpꝛinge all good workes by there aws 
ne acorde. That meaneth he in the thꝛede chaps 
ter / for after he hath caſt awaye the woꝛkes off 
the lawe / ſothat he ſoundeth as though hewold 
bꝛeake and diſanulle the lawe thoꝛowe fayth / 
he anſwerethtothat myghte be laydea genſt / ſa 
yinge / we deſtroye not the lawe thoꝛowe fayth / 
but maynetene / furder or ſtableſhe the lawe tho 
rowe faythe / that ys to ſaye / we fulfyll the lawe 
thoꝛowe fayth. | 
Synne in the ſcripture ys not called that oute 
ward werke onli committed by the body / but all 
the whole buſynes and whatſumever accomps 
anieth / moveth or ſtereth vn tothe oute ward de 
de / and that whence the woꝛkes ſpꝛinge / as vns 
helefe / pꝛones and redynes vn tothe dede in the 
grounde of the herte / with all the powers / affec 
cions and appetytes where with we can but ſyn⸗ 
ꝝꝛR ne / ſothat we ſaye / that a mã then ſynneth-whe 
he ys caryed awaye hedelonge in to ſynne / all te 
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gedyr as moche as he ys / of that poyſon inclina⸗ 
cion and corrupte nature where in he was conce 
vyd and borne. For there ys no outward ſynne 
committed / excepte a mã be caried 4 waye all to 
gedyr/ wyth lyfe / ſoule / herte / bodie / luſte and 
mynde there vnto. The ſcripture lołeth ſinguls 
arly vn tothe hert / and vn tothe rote and 021gts 
nall fountayne of all ſinne / which is vnbelefe in 
the botome of the hert. For as faythonly iuſtiſy 
eth and bꝛingeth the ſpꝛite and luſt vn tothe vt 
tewarde goodwoꝛkes. Even ſo vnbelefe only da 
mneth and kepeth oute the ſpꝛite / pꝛovoketh the 
fleſſhe / 8d ſtereth vppe luſte vnto the evyll vtte 
wardwoꝛkes as it foꝛtuned to Adam and Eve 
in paradiſe / Geneſis iij. 

Foꝛ this cauſe Chriſte calleth ſynne vnbelefe 
ãd that notably in the xvj. chapter of Jhon/ the 
ſprete(ſayth he) ſhall rebuke the woꝛld of ſinne 
be cauſetheybeleve not in me. Wherfore then be 
ſoꝛe all good woꝛkes as good frutes / there muſt 
nedes be fayth in the herth whence they ſpꝛinge 

and before all bad dedes / as bad frutes / there 
muſt neades be vnbelefe in the hert / as the rote 
ſountayne / pyth / ãd ſtreng the off all ſinne / wh⸗ 
ich vnbelefe is called the heed of the ſerpent and 
of the olde dꝛagon / which the womãs ſeed Chꝛis 
ſte muſt tread e vnderfote / as it was pꝛomyſed 
vn to Adam. . 

Grace and gyfte have this difference / Grate 
pꝛopyrly is Godes favoure / benivolẽce or Fynd 
mynd / which of his awne ſilfe / with oute deſers 
vyng of vs / he beareth to vs / where by he was 
moved and enclyned to geve Chꝛiſte vn to vs / 
with all his wother gyftes of grace. yfte is the 
wholy goſte and his woꝛkynge / whom hepou s 
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eth in to the hertes off them / on whom he hath 


mercy and whom he favereth. Though the gys 
ftes and the ſpꝛite encreace in vs dayly / and ha⸗ 


ve not yet there full perfeccton- yeãd though ths 


ere remayne in vs yet evyll luſtes ãd ſinne / whi⸗ 
ch fyghte ageſt the ſpꝛite / as he ſayth here in the 
vij. chapter / and in the fyfte to the Galathians/ 
and as it was ſpoke before Geneſis ty. of the de 
bate betwene the womans ſeed / and the ſeed off 
thc ſerpent: yet nevertheleſſe / Godf favoure ys 
ſogrette and ſo ſtronge over vs foꝛ Chꝛiſtes ſa⸗ 
ke / that we ar counted for full whole and perfes 
cte befoꝛe God. For Godf fa voure to vs ward 
de vydeth not hyr ſilfe / encreaſynge a lytell and 
a lytell / as doo the gyftes / but receaveth vs wh⸗ 
ole and altogedder in full love foꝛ Chꝛiſtes ſake 
oure interceſſoꝛ and mediator/ãd be cauſe thatt 
the gyftes off the ſpꝛite and batayle betwene the 
ſpꝛite and evyll luſtes ar begonne in vs all rea⸗ 
dy. 

Off this nowe vnderſtondeſt thou the vij. cha 
pter where Paul accuſcth hym ſylfe as a ſynner 
and yet in the viij. ſayeth there ys no damnacio 
to them that are in Chriſte / and that be cauſe of 
the ſpꝛite / and be cauſe the gyftes of the ſpꝛite a⸗ 
re begonne in vs. Synners we are be cauſe the 
fleſſhe ys not full kylled and moꝛtifyed. Never 
theleſſe in as moche as we beleve in Chriſte / ãd 
ha ve the erneſte and begynninge off the ſpꝛite / 


God is ſo lovynge and favoureable vn to vs / 


that he wyll not loke on ſoche ſynne / nether will 
counte it as ſynne / but wyll deale with vs accoꝛ⸗ 
dynge / to oure belefe in Chꝛiſte / and accoꝛdynge 
to his pꝛomiſes which he hath ſwoꝛne to vs / vn 
tyll the ſynne be full ſlayne ãd moꝛtified by deth. 


An introducciõ tothe piſtle of Paul 
Fayth is not mans opinion and dꝛeame / as 
ſome imagion and fayne when they heare the ſts 
orie of the Goſpell / butt when they ſe that there 
folowe no good woꝛkes ner mendement off lyv, 
ynge / though they heare/ ye and can babyll mas 
nythinges of fayth / then they faule from the ri⸗ 
ghte waye and ſaye / fayth only iuſtifieth not / a 
man muſt have good woꝛkes alſo / yf he will be 
rightewes and ſafe. The cauſe ys when they hes 
are the Goſpell oz glade tydinges / they fayne of 


there awne ſtrengthe certayne ymaginaciõs ãd 


thoughtes in their hertes ſayinge: J have herd 
the Goſpel / J rememberthe ſtorie / lo J beleve 
and that they counte ryghte fayth / which neve⸗ 
rtheleſſe as itis but mans ymaginaciõ ãd fayns 
ynge / even ſo pꝛofyteth it not nether folowe the⸗ 
re any good woꝛkes or mende ment of livinge. 
But ryghte fayth is a thige wroughte by the 
holy goſte ĩ vs / which chaungeth vs / turneth vs 
in to a newe nature / and begeateth vs a newe in 
God / and maketh vs the ſonnes of God / as ths 
ou redeſt in the fyrſte off Jhon / and kylleth the 
olde Adam / and maketh vs all togedyr newe in 
the hert / mynd / will / luſt / and in all oure affect 
cions and powers ofthe ſoule / and bringeth the 
holy goſt with hyr. Fayth is a lyvelythige / my⸗ 
ghty in woꝛkinge / valiaunte and ſtronge / evyr 
doynge / evyr frutefull / ſothat it is vnpoſſible/ 
that he which is endued there with / ſhulde not 
woꝛke all wayes good woꝛkes with oute ceaſing 
Be axeth nott whether good woꝛkes ar to be do 5 


ne or not / but hath done them allredy / yer mens 
cion be made off them / and is all waye doynge / 


for ſoche is his nature nowe/ quicke fayth in hys 
herte ãd lyvely movinge of the ſpzite dryve hym 
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and ſtere hym their vnto. Whoſoever doeth not 
ood woꝛkes / is an vnbelevynge perſon and 
aythleſſe / and loFeth rounde a boute hym gro⸗ 
pynge aftir fayth and good woꝛkes /Fd woteth 
not what fayth or goodwoꝛkes meane / though 
he babyll never ſo many thynges off fayth and 
good woꝛkes. | 
Fayth is then a lyvely and a ſtedfaſte truſteĩ 
the fa voure off God / where with we committe 
oure ſel ves all to gedyr vn to God / and thattru 
ſte is ſo ſurely grounded and ſteketh ſo faſt in ou 
re hertes / that a man wolde not once doute of it / 
though he ſhulde dye a thouſand tymes therfoꝛe 
And ſoche truſte wꝛought by the holy gooſte ths 
rough fayth / maketh a man glad / luſty / cheres 
full / and true herted vn to God / and vn to all ex 
eatures. By the meanes whereof / willyngly ãd 
with oute compulcion he is glad and redy to do 
good toe veryman / todo ſervyce to everyman / 
to ſofre all thynges / that God maye be loved ãõd 
pꝛayſed / which hath geven hym ſoche grace / ſo 


that itis impoſſible to ſeparat good woꝛkes frõ 


fayth / even as it is impoſſible to ſeparat heete/ 
and burninge from fyre. Therefoꝛe take hede to 
thy ſilfe / and beware of thyne awne phantaſies 
and ymaginacions / which to iudge of fayth ãd 
good woꝛkes will ſeme wyſe / when in deade they 
are ſterke blind and of all thinges moſt folyſhe. 
Pr aye God that he will wyteſafeto woꝛke fayth 
i thyne herte / or elſe ſhalt thou remayne ever mo 
re faytheleſſe / fayne thou / ymagin thou / enfoꝛce 
thou / wꝛaſtill with thy ſilfe / and doo whatthou 
wilte or canſt. | | 

Kighteweſnes is even ſoche fayth / and is cal 
led Godes righteweſnes / oꝛ righteweſnes that 
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is off valoure before God. For it is Godes gig 
fte / and it altereth aman and chaungeth hym in 
toa new ſpirituall nature and maketh hym fre 
and liberall to paye every man his dutie. For 
thoꝛowe fayth is aman purged off his ſynnes / 
and obteyneth luſte vn tothe lawe off God / wh⸗ 
ere by he geveth God his honoure and payeth 
him that he oweth hym / and vnto men he doeth 
ſerves willingly where with ſoever he can / and 
payeth every man his dutie. Soche righteweſs 
nes can nature / frewill / and oure awne ſtreng⸗ 
the never bꝛinge to paſſe / for as noman can ges 
ve him ſilfe fayth / ſo can he not take awaye vns 
belefe / how thẽ can he take awaye any ſynne at 
all? Wherefoꝛe is all falſe / ypocriſy and ſynne / 
whatſoever ys done with outte fayth or in vn: 
beleve / as it is evydent in the rity. vn to the Ro⸗ 
mayns / though hit appere never ſo gloꝛious or 
beautifull outwardes. 

Fleſſhe and ſpirite mayſte thou not here vnð⸗ 
ſtond / as though fleſſhe were 6ly that which per 
teyneth vn to — toe Fd the ſpirite that ws 
hich inwardly pertkyneth to the herte / but pau⸗ 
le calleth fleſſhe here / as Chꝛiſte doth Ihon.iij. 
all that ys boꝛne off fleſſhe / that ys to wete / the 
whole man / wyth lyfe / ſoule / body / wytte / wyll 
reaſon / and whatſoever he is both wyth in and 
with oute / becauſe that theſe all and all that ys 
in man ſtudy aftir the woꝛlde ãd the fleſſhe. Call 
fleſſhe therefoze whatſoever (as longe as we 
are wyth oute the ſpꝛite of God) we thynke oꝛ ſp 
ke of God / of fayth / of good woꝛkes ãd off ſpiris 
tuall maters. Call fleſſhe alſo all woꝛkes which 
are done wyth oute grace and wyth oute the woz 


krng of the ſpꝛite / howe ſoe ver good / holy / and 
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fpirſtyal they ſeme to be / as thou maiſt pꝛove 
by the v. chapter vn tothe galathiãs / where pa 
ul numbreth woꝛſhepynge of ydols / witchecra⸗ 


fte / en vy and hate amonge the dedes of the fleſſh 
and by the viij. vn to the romayns / where he ſas 


yeth / that the lawe be the reaſon of the fleſſhe ys 


weake / which ps not vnderſtond off vnchaſtite 
only / but of all ſynnes /ad moſt ſpectally-of vns 
belefe / which ys a vice moſt ſpirituall / ãd grou 
nde off all ſinnes. 

And as thou calleſt hym / which ys not renes 
wed wyth the ſpꝛite and boꝛne agayne in Chꝛiſt 
fleſſhe and all hys dedes / even the very mocions 
of hys hert and mynd / hys lernynge doctrine ãd 
contemplacion off hie thynges -hys pꝛeachynge 
teachynge ãd ſtudy in the ſcripture / byldynge of 
j ndinge of abbeyes / gevynge of als: 
mes / maſſe / matence / ãd whatſoever he doeth / 
though it ſeme ſpirituall and aftyr the lawes of 
god. So cõtrary wyſe call hym ſpirituall which 
ys renewed in Chꝛiſte / and all hys deades why; 
ch ſpꝛinge of fayth / ſeme they nevyr ſo groſe/ as 
the waſſhynge of the diſciples fete done by chꝛiſt 
and Peters fyſſhynge aſtyr the reſurreccion / ye 
and all the dedes of matrimony ar pure ſpixitu⸗ 
all / yf they pꝛocede of faith / and whatſoever ys 
done wythin the lawes of God / though it be wr 
oughte by the body / as the very wypynge off ſh⸗ 
wes and ſoche lyke / howſoever groſſe they appe 
re outewarde. Wyth oute ſoche vnderſtondyg of 
theſe woꝛdes / canſt thou never vnderſtond this 
piſtyl off Paull / nether any wother place in the 
holy ſcripture, Tate hede therefoꝛe / foꝛ whoſoes 
ver vnderſtondeth theſe woꝛdes wodwyſe- the 
ſame vndſtondeth not Paul / whatſoever hebe. 


ſell, 


Foꝛ as moche as yt becõmeth the preacher of 
yrſt thorowe opĩining 


Chꝛiſtes glade tydinges /f 
ofthe lawe / to rebuke allthynges / and to pꝛove 


all thynges ſynne / that pꝛocede not off the ſpritt 
and off fayth in Chꝛiſte / ãd to prove all men ſys 
nners and chylderen off wꝛath by enherytancex 
and how that to ſynne ys there nature / ãd that 


by nature they can no nodyr wyſe dothan to ſyn 
ne / and therewyth to abate the pꝛyde of man ãd 
to bꝛynge hym vn to the knowlege of hym ſylfe⸗ 
d of hys myſerie and w2etchednes-that he mys 


ght deſyre helpe. Evyn ſo doeth ſancte paul 


and begynneth in the fyrſt chapter to rebuke vn 
belefe and groſſe ſynnes which all men ſe / as the 
ydolatrie and as the groſſe ſynnes of the hethen 
were / and as the ſynnes now ar of all them whz 
ich lyve in ignoꝛãce / wyth oute fayth/ and wyth 
oute the favoure of God / and ſayth. The wꝛath 
of God of heven appereth thorowe the Goſpell 
apon all men /foz their vngodly and vnholy ly⸗ 
vynge. Foꝛ though it be knowen and dgyly vnd⸗ 
erſtond by the creatures / that their ys but one 
God yet ys nature of hyr ſylfe / wyth oute the 
ſpꝛite and grace / ſo coꝛrupte and ſo poyſoned / 
that men nether can thanke hym/ nether woꝛſh⸗ 
epe hym / nether geve hym hys due honore / but 
blynde them ſilves and faule wyth oute ceaſyns 
ge in to worſe caſe / even vntyll they come vn to 
woꝛſhepinge of images and woꝛk inge of ſhame 
full ſinnes which are abhominable and agenſt 
nature / Fd moꝛeover ſofre the ſame vnrebuked 


therein. | 


in wother / havinge delectacion and pleaſurt 
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In the ſecunde chapter he pzoceadcth farts 


her / and rebuketh all thooſe wholy people alſo 


which with oute luſte and love to the lawe live 
well outwardly in the face of the woꝛld / and coͤ⸗ 
dem wother gladly/ as the nature off all ypocri⸗ 
tes ys /tothinke them ſelves pure in reſpecic of 0 
pen ſynners / and yet hate the lawe inwardly ãd 
ar full of coveteouſnes ãd en vv and of all vnclẽ⸗ 
nes mathe. xxtij. Theſe ar they which deſpice the 
goodnes of God / and accoꝛdynge tothe hardens 
es of their hertes / heepe togeder for them ſylves 
the wꝛath of God. Further moꝛe ſancte Paule-/ 
as a true expounder of the lawe / ſofreth noman 
to be wyth oute ſynne / but declareth that all th; 
ey ar vnder ſynne whych of frewyll and off natu 
re wyll lyue well / and ſofreth them not to be bets 
ter then the open ſynners ye he calleth them bar 
de herted and ſoche as can not repente. 2 
In the thꝛede chapter he myngleth both to ge 
der / boththe Jewes 8d the gentyles/ and ſayeth 
that the one ys as the other - both ſynners / and 
no differẽce betwene them / ſa ve in this only / th 
at the Jewes had the worde off God committed 
vn to them. And though many of them beleved 
not thereon / yet is godf truth and promyſe ther 
by nether hur te ner minuſhed. Ande he taketh in 
his wave and alegeth the ſaying of the. l. pſalme 
that god might abyde true in hys wordes and os 
vercome when he ts iudg d. After that he retuxs 
neth to hys purpoſe agayne / and proveth bythe 
ſcripture / that all men with out difference 02 ex⸗ 
cepcion are ſynners / ande that by the workes off 
the lawe noman ys iuſtified / butt that the lawe 
was geven to vttur ande to declare ſynne only. 


Then he beginneth and ſhewerh the g, waye 
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vn toryghteweſnes / by what meanes men muſt 


be made ryghtewes and ſafe / and ſayeth. They 


ar all ſynners and with oute pꝛayſe befoꝛe god⸗ 
Fd muſt with oute there awne deſervynge be ma 
de ryghtewes thoꝛowe faythe in Chꝛiſte / which 
hath deſerved ſoche ryghteweſnes foꝛ vs / d ys 
become vnto vs godf merciſtole/foꝛ the remiſſi⸗ 
on of ſinnens that are paſte / thereby pꝛovinge / 
that Chꝛiſtes righteweſnes / which commeth on 
vs thoꝛowe fayth / helpeth vs ä righ⸗ 
teweſnes (ſaith he) ys nowe declared thozowe 
the goſpell / and was teſtified of before by the la 
we and the pꝛophetes. Furthermoꝛe (ſaith he) 
the lawe ys holpe and furdered thoꝛowe fayth / 
though that the woꝛkf there of wyth all their bo 
ſte ar bꝛoughte to nought. 
In the. inij chapter (after that nowe bythe j. 
fyrſt chapters / the ſinnes are opened / ã d the wa 
ye of fayth vnto ryghteweſnes layde) he begyn 
neth to anſwere vn to certayne obiectiõs and ca⸗ 
vill acions. And firſte putteth foꝛth thoſe blynd 
reaſons / which commuly they that wylbe iuſti⸗ 
' fted by their awne werkes ar wont to make / whẽ 
they heare that faith only wyth out werkes iuſti: 
fieth / ſayĩge / ſhall mẽ do no good woꝛkes/ ye ã d 
yf fayth only iuſtifieth / what nedeth a mã to ſtu 
dy foꝛ to doo good woꝛkes:? e putteth fozth thy 
erefoꝛe Abꝛahã for an enſample/ſayinge / what 
ded Abꝛahã with his woꝛk f? was all in vayne? 
were hys werkes to no pꝛofett? And ſo conclu⸗ 
deth that Abraham wyth oute Fd before all wer 
Fes was iuſtified and made ryghtewes / In ſo 
mooche that be fore the werke of circumciſion he 
was pꝛayſed off the ſcripture and called / ryghte 
tous by hys fayth only / geneſis. xv. So that he 


| 
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ded nott the woꝛke off circumciſion foꝛ tobehols 
pe there by vn to ryghteweſnes / which yet God 
commaunded hym to doo / and was a good wers 
Fe off obedience. So yn lyte wyſe no dowte no 05 
ther woꝛkes helpe any thynge at all vn to ryght⸗ 
weſnes and vn to amans iuſtifiynge / but as As 
bꝛahams cixcunciſion was an outeward ſygne 
whereby he declared hys ryghteweſnes which 
he had by fayth / and hys obedience and redines 
vn to the wyll of god / even ſoar all wother good 
woꝛkes outeward ſygnes and outeward frutes 
off fayth and off the ſpꝛite / which iuſtifie aman 
not / but that a man ys iuſtified allredy befoꝛe 
God inwardly in the hert / thoꝛowe fayth and 
thoꝛowe the ſpꝛite purcheſed by chꝛiſtes bloude, 

erewyth nowe ſtabliſſheth ſancte Paule hys 
doctrine off fayth afoꝛe reherſed in the thꝛed cha 
pter / and bringeth alſo teſtimony off David in 
the. xiij.pſalme / which calleth amã bleſſed / not 
off woꝛkes / but in that hys ſynne ys not rekened 
and in that fayth ys imputed foꝛ ryghtweſnes / 


though he abide not afterwarde with oute good 


woꝛkes / when he ys once iuſtified. Foz we ar iu 
ſtified and receve the ſpꝛite foꝛ to do good works 
es /nether were it wotherwyſe poſſible to do go⸗ 
od woꝛkes / excepte we had firſt the ſprite. 

Foꝛ howe ys it poſſible to do any thynge well 
in the ſyghte off God / whyll we are yet in capti⸗ 
vite and bondage vnder the devyll / and the dev 
yll poſſeſſeth vs alltogeder and holdeth oure her 
tes / ſo that wecan not once conſent vn tothe will 
off God. No man therefore can prevent the 
ſprite in doynge good / the ſprite muſt firſt co⸗ 
me and wake hym out off hys ſlepe wyth the 


b ij 


thunder off the lame and feare hym / and ſhewe 
hym hys miſerable eſtate and wꝛetchednes / Fd 
make hym abhoꝛre and hate hym ſylfe and to de 
 Ivrehelpe/Fd then confoꝛte hym agyne wyth the 
pleaſantrayne off the Goſpell / that ys to ſaye / 
wyth the ſwete pꝛomyſes of God in Chꝛiſte/ ãd 
ſteꝛe vppe fayth in hym to beleve the pꝛomiſes / 
thẽ when he beleveth the pꝛomyſes / as god was 
mercifull to pꝛomyſe/ſo ys he true to fulfill them 


Rd wyll geve hym the ſpꝛite and ſtreyngth both 


to love the will of Gog and to woꝛke theraſter. 
So ſe we that god only ( whych acoꝛdynge tothe 
ſcripture woꝛketh all in all thynges) woꝛketh a 
mans iuſtifiynge ſalvaciõ and healthe / ye and 
poureth fayth to be leve / luſte to love godf wyll 
and ſtrẽgth to fulfill the ſame in to vs / even as 
water is poured ĩ to a veſell Fd that of hys good 
wyll and purpoſe ãd not of oure deſervinges #d 
merites / Godf mercy in pꝛomyſyng and trueth 

in fulfyllyng hys pꝛomyſes ſave vs and not we 
oure ſelves / and theirfoꝛe ys all laude pꝛayſe ãd 
glory to be geven vnto God foꝛ hys mercy and 


trueth and not vn to vs foꝛ ouꝛe merttes and des 


ſervinges, Aftyr that he ſtretcheth hys enſamps 
le oute agenſt all wother good woꝛkes off the la⸗ 
we / and concludeth that the Jewes can not be A 


bꝛahams heyres becauſe of bloud ãd kynred on 


ly / ãd moche leſſe by the woꝛkes of the lawe / but 


muſt ẽheret Abꝛahams fayth / yf they wylbe the | 


ryght heyrs of Abꝛahã / foꝛ as moch as Abꝛahã 
befoꝛe the lawe / both of Moſes and alſo of cire⸗ 
umciſion / was thoꝛowe fayth made rightewes 
and called the father of all them that bele ve / ãd 
not of them that woꝛke. Moꝛeover the lawe cau 
ſeth wꝛath / in as moch as noman can fulfyll it 
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wyth lor ãd luſte / ãd asloͤg as ſod) grudgĩge⸗ 
hate /ãd ĩdignaciõ agẽſte the lawe remayneth i 
the herte and ys not taken away by the ſpꝛite ths 
at commeth byfayth / ſolonge no doute the wo2s 
tes of the lawe declare evydently that the wꝛath 
of God ys a pon vs and not hys favoure / wher⸗ 
efore doeth fayth 6ly receve the grace promyſed 
vn to Abꝛaham. And theſeenſamples were not 
writtẽ foꝛ Abꝛahãs ſake 6ly ( ſayth he) but foꝛ 
oures alſo-towhom-yf we beleve-fayth ſhalbe 
rekened lyk ewyſe foꝛ rygtheweſnes / as he ſayth 
in the ende of the chapter. 

In the. v. chapter he commendeth the frutes 
and woꝛkes of fayth as ar peace / reioyſynge in 
the conſcience/ inwarde love to god ãd man mos 
zeover boldnes / truſt / confidence / and a ſtrong 
and a luſty mynd and a ſtedfaſte hope in tribu⸗ 
laciõ and ſoferynge. Foꝛ all ſoche folowe / whe⸗ 
re the ryghte fayth ys / foꝛ the aboundãte graces 
ſake and gyſtes off the ſpꝛite / whych God hath 
geven vs in Chꝛiſte / in that he ſofred hym to dye 
foꝛ vs yet hys enymyes. Nowe ha ve we thẽ th⸗ 
at fayth only befoꝛe all woꝛkes iuſtyfieth / and 
that it foloweth not yet therfoꝛe that a man ſhu⸗ 
lde doo no good woꝛkes / but that the ryghteſhas 
pen woꝛkes abyde not behynd / but accompanye 
fayth evyn as bꝛyghtenes doth the ſunne / ãd ar 
called of. S. Paule the frutes of the ſpꝛite. Wh⸗ 
ere the ſpꝛite vs / there ys all waye ſomere ãd ths 
ere are all wayes good frutes / that is to ſaye go⸗ 
od woꝛkes. This ys Pauls oꝛdyr / that good ws 
oꝛhes ſpꝛinge off the ſpꝛite / the ſpꝛite cameth by 
fayth / and faith cometh by hearynge the woꝛde 
of God / whẽ the Gladtydynges and pꝛomyſes 
whych God hath made vnto vs 5 Chꝛiſte are 
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preached truly and receavyd in the grounde off 
the herte wyth oute waveryng or dowtynge / af 
ter that the lawe hath paſſed a po vs 8d hath da 
mnedoure conſciences. Where the word of god 
is preached purely and recea ved ĩ the herte / the⸗ 
xe ys fayth/the ſprite of God / and there are als 
ſo good workes off neceſſite / whenſoe ver occaſis 
ys gevyn. Where godes worde ys not purely pr 
eached / but mens dreames / tradĩcions/ymagi⸗ 
naſion / invenctons/ceremonies and ſuperſticiò 
there ys no fayth and conſequẽtly no ſprite that 
cometh off God / and where Godßf ſprite ys not / 


there can be no good workes / evyn as where an 


appel tre ys not / there can growe no appell / but 
there is vnbelefe / the de vels ſprite / ã d evill wor 
Fes. Off this god? ſprite / and hys frutes / have 
oure holy ypocxites not once knowen / nether yet 
taſted howe ſwete they are / though they fayne 
many good workes off there awne ymaginaciõ 


to be iuſtified with all / in which ys not one cro⸗ 


me off true fayth / or ſpirituall love / or of inwa⸗ 
rd ioye peace and quietnes of conſcience / for as 
moch as they have not the woꝛd of God foꝛ thẽ - 
that ſoche werkes pleaſe God / but they are even 
the roten frutes of a roten tre. 
Aſter that he breaketh foꝛth / and runneth at 
large / and ſheweth whence both ſynne and ryg⸗ 
hteweſnes / deth and lyfe come. And he compars 


eth Adam and Chꝛiſte to gether / thus wyſe rea⸗ 


ſoninge and diſputynge / that Chriſte muſt nea⸗ 
des come as a ſecode Adam / to make vs heyres 
of his righteweſnes / thoꝛowe a newe ſpirituall 
birth / with oute oure deſervĩges / Evyn as the 
fyrſt Adã made vs heyres of ſinne / thoꝛowe the 
bodily generacion / with oute oure deſervynge s 
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Where by it is evidently knowen and proved to 


the vttemoſte / that noman can bꝛinge him ſilfe 


oute of ſinne vn to righteweſnes / no moꝛe thẽ he 
coude have withſtoͤde that he was boznebodtlp . 
And that is pꝛoved here with / foꝛ as moche as 
the verylawe of God / which of righte ſhulde ha 
ve holpe / if any thige could have holp not only 


came and bꝛowghte no helpe with hyr / but alſo 


encreaſed ſinne / becauſe that the evyll and poy⸗ 
ſoned nature is offended ãd vtterly diſpleſed wi 
th the lawe / and the more ſh: is foꝛbed by the la 
we / the moꝛe is ſhe pꝛovoked and ſett afyre to ful 
fyll and ſatiſſie hir luſtes. By the lawe then we 
ſe clerely that we muſte neades have Chꝛiſte to 
tuſtifie vs with his grace ãd to helpe nature. 
nthe vj. he ſetteth foꝛth the chefe and pzictps 
all woꝛke of fayth / the batayl of the ſpꝛit agenſt 
the fleſſhe / howe the ſpꝛite laboureth andenfozs 
ceth to kill the rcemnaunte of ſinne ãd luſte which 
remayne in the fleſſhe / after oure iuſtifiĩge. And 
this chapter teacheth vs / thatt we are not ſo fre 
frõ ſinne thoꝛowe fayth / that we ſhuld hencefoꝛ 
th goo vppe ãd doune ydle / carleſſe / and ſure of 
oure ſelves / as though there were nowe no moꝛe 
ſinne in vs. Yes there is ſinne remayning in vs / 
but it is not rełened / be cauſe of feyth and of the 
ſpꝛite / which fighte agenſte it. Wherefoꝛe we ha 
ve ynowe to doo all oure ly ves longe / to tame 


oure bodies / and tocõpell the members to obeye 


the ſpꝛite / and not the appetites / that therby we 
mighte be like vn tochꝛiſtf deeth ãd reſurreccisõ / 
Fd mighte fulfill oure baptim / which ſignifieth 
the moꝛtifyinge of ſinnes and the newe life of gi 
ace. For this batayle ceaſeth not in vs vntill the 
laſte bꝛeth / ãd vntill that ſinne be vtterly ſlayur 
by the deeth of the bodie. 
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This thyng ( Imeane to tame the body ãdſo 
foꝛth) we are able to doo (ſayth he Jſeynge we as | 

re vnder grace and not vnder the lawe / whych 
eynigbe hym ſylfe erpoundeth. Foz to be wyth 
oute the lawe / ys notſotobe vnderſtond- that a 
mã ſhall have no lawe and that every man may 
doo what hym luſteth / but to be vnder the lawe 
is / to deale with the werkes off the lawe / ande to 
woꝛke with oute the ſpꝛit ãd grace for ſolsgeno 
dowte ſynne rayneth in vs thoꝛowe the lawe th 
at ys to ſaye / the lawe declareth that we are vn s | 
der ſynne / and that ſynne hath power and domi 
nion over vs / ſeinge we cã not ſulfyll the lawe / 
namely wythin in the herte / foꝛ as moche as no? 
man of nature fa vereth the lawe / conſenteth th 
ere vn to/ and delyteth therein / which ſame ys ex 
ceadynge greate ſynne / that we can not conſent 

tothe lawe which lawe ys nothynge elſe ſave th 
e wyllof god. And not to be vnder the lawe ys to 
have a fre herte renewed wyth the ſpꝛite / ſothat 
thou haſte luſte inwardly of thyne awne acoꝛde 
to doo that which the lawe commaundeth / wyth 
oute compulcion/ye though there were nolawe. 
Foꝛ grace / that ys to ſaye / God? favonre bꝛing 
eth vs the ſpꝛitẽ and maketh vs love the lawe⸗ 
ſo ys there nowe no moare ſinne / nether ys the la 
we nowe any moaze agenſte vs / but at one wyth 
vs and we wythit. 

This ys the rygot fredome 8d liberte from ſin 
ne and from the lawe / where of he wꝛyteth vn to 
the ende off this chapter / that yt ys a fredome to 
den awd oly with lite, ã d to lyve well with ou⸗ 
te compulcion of the lawe. Wherefore this freds 
om: ys a ſpiritual fꝛedom / which deſtroyeth not 
the lawe / but miniſtreth that which the lawe re 


bl: 
. 
NI. 
Wi 
' 

: 
II. 
| 
| 
' HS. 
1. 
| 

ö 


MY 0 
” 


do) 
4 


sss 


w- 
we 


PPP 


oe 


E 


f 
j 


To the Romayns. 


quireth / and where wyth the lawe ys fulfylled⸗ 
that ys to vnderſtond/ luſte and love / where wi 
ch the lawe ys ſtylled / and accuſeth vs no moare 
compelleth vs no moare / nether hath oughte to 


crave off vs any moare. Evyn as though thou 


were in dette to a nother man / and were not able 
to paye/ two maner wayes mighteſte thou beloo 
ſed. O ne waye- yf he wold require nothynge off 
the and bꝛekethine obligacion. An othe waye / 


. yf ſome wother good man wold paye for the / and 


geve the as moche as thou mighteſt ſatisfie thys 
ne obligacion wyth all. Of this wiſe hah Chꝛi⸗ 
ſte made vs fre from the lawe / therefoꝛe ys this 
no wilde fleſſhely liberte / that ſhuld doo nough £ 
te / but that doeth all thinges / ãd ys fre from the 
cravinge and dette of the lawe. 

nthe. vij.he conf irmeth the ſame wyth a ſis 


militude of the ſtate of matrtmony. Aswhẽ the 


huſbond dyeth / the wife ys at hyr liberte / ãd the 
one looſed &d departed from the wother / not tha 
tthe woman ſhulde not have power to marie vn 
to a nother man / but rather nowe firſte of all ys 
ſhefre and hath power to marie vnto a nother 
mã / which ſhe coulde not do before / till ſÿe was 
looſed frõ hyr fyrſt huſvod. Evẽ ſo are oure cõſci 
ẽces bound ãd in daunger to the lawe vnder ol 

Adẽ / as lõge as he lyveth in vs / foꝛ the lawe de⸗ 
cla reth thatt oure hertes are bounde / and that 
we cannot diſconſent from hym / but whẽ he ys 
moꝛtified and killed by the ſpꝛite / then ys the cos 


ſcience fre and at liberte / not ſo that the conſcie⸗ 


nce ſhall nowe noughte doo / but nowe firſt of all 
cle vyth vn to a nother-that ys to wette Chriſte / 
and bꝛingeth forth the frutes of lyfe. So nowe 
to be vnder the la we ys not to be able tofulfyll 
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the lawe / but to be detter to it / ãd not able to pas 
ve that which the lawe requireth. And tobe looſe || 
from the lawe ys / to fullfyll it / and to paye that 
which the lawe demaundeth / ſothat yt can no⸗ 
we hencefoꝛth are the noughte. a 

Conſequently Paule declareth more largely 
the nature of ſynne and off the lawe / howe that 
thoꝛowe the lawe ſynne reviveth / moveth hyr ſi 
lfe- and gadereth ſtrength. Foz the old man ad 
coꝛrupte nature / the moare he ys foꝛbedden Fd 
kepte vnder off the lawe / ys the moare offended 
and diſpleaſed threwyth / foꝛ as moche as he cã 
not paye that whych ys required of the lawe. for 
ſynne ys hys nature and of hym ſylfe he can not 
but ſynne. There fore ys the lawe deeth tohym/ 
toꝛmente ãd marterdome. Not that the lawe ys 
evyll / but becauſe that the evyll nature can not 
ſofre that which ys good / can not abyde that the 
lawe ſhulde require of hym any good thynge, Lt 
ke as a ſicke man can not ſafre that a manſhulde 
deſyre of hym to runne / to leppe/ and to doo wo: 
ther dedes off an whole man. 

For which cauſe ſancte Paule concludeth/th⸗ 
at where the lawe ys vnderſtonde ãd percea ved 
of the beſte wyſe / there it doeth no moare but vts 
ter ſynne / and bringe vs vnto the knowlege off 
oure ſyl ves / and there by kylle vs and make vs 
bande vn to eternall damnacion and dettezs of 
the everlaſtynge wrath of god / even as he well 
fealeth and vnderſtondeth whos conſctence ys \ 
truely twitched of the lawe. In ſoch daunger we 
re we yer the lawe came / but we knew not what 
ſynne meante / nether yet knewe we the wꝛath of 
God a pon ſynners -/ tyll the lawe had vttered 
it, So ſeeſt thou that a man muſt have ſome wo⸗ 
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ther thyng/ ye and a gretter ãd a moare myghty 
thynge thẽ the lawe / to make hym ryghtewes ãd 
ſafe. They that vnderſtoͤde not the lawe on this 
wyſe / are blynd / and goo to werke preſumptuon 
fly / ſuppoſynge to ſatisſie the lawe wyth works 
es. Foꝛ they knowe not that the lawe requireth 
a fre / a wyllynge / a luſtyãd a lovynge herte. Th 
exefoꝛe they ſe not moſes ryght ĩ the face / the wa 
yle hangeth betwene / ãd hydeth hys face / ſoths 
at they can not behold the glorie of hys counten⸗ 
aunce / howe that the lawe ys ſpirituall/ãd reqs 
uireth the herte. J maye off myne awne ſtrength 


refrayne thatt J doo myne enymye no hurte / 


but to love hym wyth all myne herte-andto put 
a waye w2ath clene oute of my mind can J not of 
myne awne ſtrengthe. J maye refuſe money off 
myne awne ſtrength / but to put a waye love vn 
to ryches oute of myne herte can IJ not do off mys 
ne awne ſtrength, To abſtayne frõ advltery as 
concernynge the vttewarde dede can J doof my 
ne awne ſtrength / but nor to deſyre in myne her: 
te ys as vnpoſſyble vn to me as is tochoſe wheth 
er J wyll hongyr oꝛthꝛiſt / and yet ſothe lawe re 
quireth. Wheꝛefoꝛe of a mans awne ſtrengths 


the lawe never fullfilled / we muſt have there vn 


to Godf favoure and hys ſpꝛite / purcheſed by 
Chꝛiſtes bloude. 

Nevertheleſſe when I ſaye aman maye do mas 
ny thynges vttewardly cicne agenſt hys hert / 


we muſt vnderſtond that aman ys but dꝛeven 


off dy vers appetites and the greatteſt appetite 
overcommeth the leſſe and caryeth the man aw: 
aye violently wyth hyr. 

As whe I deſyre vengeanceãd feare alſothe ics 
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venience that ys lyke tofolowe / yf feare be great 
ter Jabſteyn / yf the appetite that deſyreth vẽge 
aunce be gretter / IJ cã not but proſecutethe dede 
as we ſe by experience inmany murtherars and 
theves / which though they be broughte ĩ to ne⸗ 
ver ſo great perel of deeth//yet after they ha ve eſſ 
caped doe ven the ſame agayne. And commune 

wemen proſecute there luſtes becauſe feare and 
ſhame are a waye / whẽ wother which have the 
ſame appetites in thetr hertes abſtayne at the le 
eſt waye vttewardly or worke ſecretly beynge o⸗ 
vercome of feare and of ſhame / and ſo lykewyſe 
ys it of all wother appetites . 

Further moare he declareth / howe the ſprite 
&d the fleſſhe fyghte together in one mã / ãd mas 
eth an enſample of hym ſylfe / that we myghte 
lern to knowe that wercke a ryghte / J meane to 
kyll ſynne in oure ſylves. Ze calleth both the ſp 
rite and alſo the fleſſhe a lawe / becauſe that lyke 
as the nature of godf lawe ys to dryve / to comp 
ell / and to crave / evyn ſothe fleſſhe dryveth / co⸗ 
mpelleth / cra eth and rageth agenſt the ſprite/ 
and will ha ve her luſtes — nthe woth 
er ſyde dryveth the ſprite / crieth and fyghteth a⸗ 
genſt the fleſſhe / and wyll have hys luſte ſatisfi 
ed. And this ſtrife dureth in vs / as loͤge as we le 
ve / in ſome moare ãd in ſome leſſe / as the ſprite 
or te fleſſhe ys ſtonger / and the very man hys a 
wne ſylfe ys both the ſprite and the fleſſhe / why⸗ 
ch fygteth wyth hys awne ſylfe / vntyl ſynne be 
vtterly ſlayne and he alltogedyr ſpirituall. 

In the viij. chapter he comforteth ſoch fyghte 
rs / that they diſpere not becauſe of ſoch / 
other thynke that they are leſſe in favoure wyth 
god. And he ſheweth howe that the ſinne remay 
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ninge in vs hurteth not / for there is no daunger 
to thẽ that are ĩ chriſte which walke not after the 
ſſhe / but fighte agẽſt it. ãd he expoũdeth more 
argely what the nature of the fleſſhe and off the 
ſprite is / and howe the ſprite commeth by Chri⸗ 
e / whiche ſprite maketh vs ſpritnall / tameth⸗ 
ſubdueth / and mortifieth the fleſſhe / and certify 
eth vs that we ar never the leſſe the ſõnes of god 
and alſo beloved / though that ſinne rage never 
ſo moche in vs / ſolonge as we folowe the ſprite⸗ 
and fyghte agenſte ſynne / to kyll and mortify it. 
And be cauſe the chaſtiſing of the fleſſhe / the cro 
ſſe and ſoferinge are nothing pleſant. he comfor 
teth vs in oure paſſions and affliccions / by the 
aſſiſtens of the ſprite whych maketh interceſſion 
to God for vs mightely with groninges that pa 
ſſe mãs vtteraunce / mans ſpeache can not comp 
rehend them / and thecreatures moꝛne alſo with 
vs of gꝛeate deſyre that they have / that we were 


locoſed from ſynne and coꝛꝛupcion off the fleſſhe. 


So ſe we that thes thre chapters / the vj. vij vii. 
doo no other thinge ſo moch as they doo dꝛyve vs 
vn to the ryghte werke of fayth / which ys to kill 
the olde man and moꝛtiſie the fleſſhe. 

In the. ix.x.ãd.xj chapters he treateth of G0 
df pꝛedeſtinaciõ / whence it ſpringeth all to ged⸗ 
er / whether we ſhall beleve oꝛ not beleve / be loo 
ſed froͤ ſinne oꝛ not be looſed. By which predeſtts 
naciõ oure iuſtifiynge ãd ſalvaciõ areclene take 
oute off oure handes / and put in the handes 
god only / which thynge ys moſt neceſſary of all. 
Foꝛ we are ſo weke and ſo vncertayne / that yff it 
ſtode in vs / there wolde of a trueth no man be ſa 
ved / the devell no dowte wolde deceave vs. But 


now ys god ſure/ that hys pꝛedeſtinaciõ can not 
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deceave him / nether can any man withſtond oz 
lett hym / and there fore have we hope and truſte 
agenſte ſinne. 
But here muſte a marke be ſett vn to thoſe vn 
quiett / buſie and hye climyng ſpꝛites howe ferre 
they ſhall gov / which fyrſte of all bꝛinge hethex 
there hye reaſons and pꝛegnant wittes / and be 
ne fyrſt from an hye to ſherche the botomleſſ | 
ecretes of God? pꝛedeſtinaciõ / whether they be 
pꝛedeſtinat oꝛ not. Theſe muſt neades other caſt 
them ſilves downe hedelonge in to deſperacion 
or elſe cõmitt them ſelves to fre chaunce careleſſe 
But folowe thou the oꝛdyr of this piſtill / ãd noo 
ſell thy ſilfe with chꝛiſte / and lerne to vnderſtõd 
what the lawe and the Goſpell meane / and the 
office of both two / that thou mayſt in the one kn 
owe thy ſilfe and how thatt thou haſt of the ſilfe 
no ſtrength but to ſinne / and in the other the gra 
ce of chꝛiſte / and then ſe thou fighte agenſt ſinne 
and the fleſſhe / as the vij. fyrſt chapters teache 
the. Aftyr that when thou arte come to the viij. 
chapter / and arte vnder the croſſe and ſoferinge 


of tribulacion / the neceſſite of pꝛedeſtinaciõ will 


waxe ſwete and thou ſhalt well fele how pꝛeciou 
ſe athinge it is. For excepte thou have boꝛne the 
croſſe of ad verſite and temptacion / and haſt fel 
te thy ſilfe bꝛoughte vn to the very bꝛyme of deſ⸗ 


peracion/ye and vn to heel gates / thou canſt ne 


ver meadle with the ſentance of pꝛedeſtinacion / 
with oute thine awne harme / and wtth oute ſes 
crett wꝛath #d grudgyng inwardly agẽſt God / 
fot other wiſe it ſhall not be poſſible foꝛthe to thi 


kethat Godis rightewes and iuſte. Therefoꝛe 


muſt Adam be well moꝛtified and the fleſſhely 
wyte bꝛoughte vtterly to noughte / yer that thou 
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mayſt awaye with this thinge / and dꝛinke ſo ſts 


ronge wyne. Take hede therefoꝛe vn to thy ſilfe / 
thatthou dꝛinke not wyne / wile thou art yet but 
8 ſucklinge. Foꝛ every lernĩge hath hyr tyme mes 
aſure and age / and in Chꝛiſt is there a certayne 
childhod / in which a man muſt be content with 
milte foꝛ a ceaſon / vn till he war ſtrong / and ge 
rowe vppe / vnto a peꝛfecte man ĩchꝛiſte / and be 
able toeate of moare ſtronge meate. 

In the xt, he gevyth exhoꝛtacions. For this 
maner obſerveth Paule ĩ all his piſtles / firſt he 
teacheth Chriſte and the fayth / the exhoꝛteth he 
to goog woꝛkf / and vn to continuall moꝛtifying 
of the fleſſhe. So here teacheth he good woꝛkes x 
deade / and the true ſervynge of God / and mak⸗ 


eth all men pꝛeſtes / to offer vppe / not money ãd 


beſtes / as the maner was i the tyme of the lawe 
butt theꝛe awne bodies with killinge and moꝛti 
fying the luſtes of the fleſſhe. Aftyr that he deſcs 
ribeth the outewarde con verſacion off Chꝛiſten 
men / how they oughte to behave them ſilves in 
ſpirituall thinges / howto teache / pꝛeache and 
rule in the congregacion off Chriſte / to ſerve one 
another / to ſofre all thinges pacienly and toc6s 
mitte wreke ãd vengeaunce to God / in concluſi⸗ 


on how a Chriſten man oughte to behave hym 


ſilfe vn to all men / to frend / fooe 02 what ſoe ver 
he be. Theſe are the righte woꝛkes of a Chꝛiſten 
man which ſpꝛinge oute of faythe. Foꝛ fayth Fes. 
peth not holydaye / nether ſofreth any man tobe 
ydle / wherſoe ver ſhe dwelleth. 

In the xitj. he teacheth to honoure the woꝛdely 


Ad tẽperall ſwerde. Foꝛ though that mans lawe 


and oꝛdinaunce make nott a man good befoze 


God / nether inſtifie hym in the herte / yet are 
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they oꝛderned for the furderaunce off the comm 
une welth / to maynetene peace / to puneſhe thee 
vrll / and to defende the good. Therefore oughte 
the good to honoure the temperall ſwerde and to 
have t in reveraunce / though as concerningth 
em ſelves they neade it not / butt wolde abſteyne 
from evyll of there awne acord / ye and doo good 
with oute mans lawe/ but by the lawe of the ſpxt 
te which governeth the herte and gydeth it vnto 
all thatis the will of god. Finaly he comprehen 
deth and knetteth vppe all in love. Love off her 
awne nature beſtoweth all thatt ſhe hath and es 
ven her awneſelfe on thatt whych is loved. Th⸗ 
ou neadeſte not to bid a kinde mother to be lovy⸗ 
nge vn to her only ſonne / moche leſſe ſpirituall l; 
ove / wich hath eyes geven her off god / neadeth 
mans lawe to teache her to do her dutie. And as 
in the be ginninge he did putt forth Chriſt as the 
cauſe and auctor off ourerighteweſnes and ſals | 
pacton-even ſo here ſetteth he hym forth as ank 
ſample to counterfayte / that as he hath done to 
vs / even ſo ſhulde we doo one to another * 

In the rig, chapter he teacheth to deale ſobe⸗ 
rly with the conſciences of the weke in the fayth / 
wich yet vnderſt5d not the liberte of chriſt perfec 
tly ynough ãd to fa ver the ofchriſtẽ love / ãd not 
to vſe the liberte of the fayth vn to hinderaunce / 
butt vn to the furderaunce and edifiynge off the 
weake. For where ſoche conſyderacion is not / th 
ere foloweth debate and deſpiſing of the goſpell. 
It is better threfore to forbeare the weake a wh⸗ 
ile / vntill they ware ſtronge / then that the lears 
ninge of the goſpell ſhuld come allogedre vnder 
foote. And ſoche werke is a ſingular worke of lo 
vc / ye and where love is perfecte ther muſte nes 


a 


To the Romayns. 


om 9 | . 
ther des be ſoche a reſpecte vn to the weare / a thynge 
gbte | that Chꝛiſte commaunded ãd charged to be had 
nd to 8 bove all thin ges. 


uch 


E In the xv. he ſetteth foꝛthchꝛiſt agayne to be 


counterfeted-that we alſo byhis enſample ſhul⸗ 
de ſofre wother that are yet weake / as them that 


xt are frayle/open ſpnners-vnlerned- vnexperte⸗ 


inthe Goſſ 


, 


5 bad / ſtronge or weke / frendoꝛ fooe / and incoͤcl 


and of lotheſome maners / and nott to caſt them 


away foꝛthwith / but to ſofre them till they war 
better and exhoꝛte them in the meane tyme. For 


ſo dealte Chriſtin the goſpell and nowe dealeth 
with vs dayly / ſoferynge oure vnperfetnes / wes 


kenes / converſacion and maners not yet faſſio: 
ned after the doctrine of the Goſpell / butt ſmell 


of the fleſſhe / ye and ſome tyme bꝛeakefoꝛth in to 


che outeward dedes. 


After that to conclude with all he wiſſheth thẽ 


encreaceof fayth peace and of ioye of conſcien 


ce / pꝛayſeth them and committeth them to God 
and magnifieth his office and adminiſtracion 
and ſobirly and with greate diſ⸗ 
erecton deſyreth ſuccur and ayde of them foꝛ the 

vre ſanctes at hieruſalem / andit ys all pure 


lore that he ſpeketh oꝛ dealeth with all. Sofyn⸗ 


de we in this piſtell plenteouſly vnto the vttemo⸗ 


ſte / whatſoever a Chꝛiſten man oꝛ woman oug⸗ 
hte to łknowe / that is to wete/ what the lawe/ the 


Goſpell / ſynne / grace / fayth righteweſnes / ch 


riſt / God / good werkes / love / hope / and the cro 
ſſe are / andeven where in the pythe of all thatt 


ayneth to the Chꝛiſten fayth ſtondeth / and 


howe a Chꝛiſtẽ man oughte to behave hym ſilfe 


vn to every man be he perfet oꝛ a ſinner/good oꝛ 


vſion howe to beha ve oure ſel ves both toward 
L 


1 


ges are profoundely grounded in the ſcriptures 


and declared wythenſamples of him ſilfe / of the 


fathers and off the prophetes / that a man can 
here deſyre no moare. Wherefore it apereth evi⸗ 
dently that pauls mynde was to comprehend br 
evely in thys piſtle all the whole lernynge of Chr 
iſt? Goſpell / and to prepare an introduccion vn 
to all the olde teſtament. For with out doute w⸗ 


hoſoever hath this piſtle perfectly i his hert / the 
ſame hath the lighte and the effecte of the olde te 


ſtamemte with hym. Wherefore lett every man 
with oute excepcion exexcice hym ſelfe therein dt; 
ligently and recorde yt nyghte and dayecontinys 
ally / vntyll he be full acoynted therewitg. 
The laſte chapter is achapter of recommendas 
cion / wherein he yet myngleth a good monicion / 
that we ſhuld be ware of the tradicions and dos 
ctrine of men / which begyle the ſimple with ſop⸗ 


heſtry and lerninge that is not after the goſpell / 


and drawe them from Chriſt / and nooſell them 
in weke and feble and (as paull calleth them in 


the piſtle to the galathians ) in bedgerly cerimo 


nies / for the entent that they wolde lyve in fatte 
paſtures / and be in auctorite / and be taken as 
Chriſte / ye and above chriſte / and ſytt in the tem 


ple of God / that is to witte in the conſciences off 


men / where god only / his worde / and his chriſte 
oughte to ſytte. Compare therefore all manner 
doctrine of men vn to the ſcripture / and ſewhets 


her they agre or not. And commilte thy ſelfe wh 
ole and all togedre vn to Chriſt / and ſo ſhall he 
with his holy ſprite and with all his fulnes dws 
ell in thi ſoule Amen 


2 


An introducciõ to the piſtle of Paul 


god and toward oure ſelves alſo. And all thyn⸗ 


/ 


aul Here foloweth a treates to fill vpß 


yns the leefe with all) of the pater noſter / veryneces 


ſſary and profitable / wherein (yff thou marke) 
thou ſhalt perceave what prayer is and all that 
belongeth to prayar. The ſinner prayeth the pe⸗ 
ticions off the pater noſter / and God anſwereth. 
by the lawe / as though he wolde putt hym from 
hys deſyre. The ſinner knowlegeth that he is wo 
thy to be put backe / nevertheleſſe fayth cleveth 
faſt to godf pꝛomiſes / and compelleth hym / foꝛ 
his truethes ſafe / to heare ber peticion. Marke 
this well and take it for a ſure concluſion / when 
god commaundeth vs ĩthe lawe to doo any thin 
ge / he commaundeth not therefore / that we are 
able to do yt / but to bꝛyng vs vn tothe knowlege 
of oure ſelves / that we might ſe what we are ans 
d in what miſerable ſtate we are in / and to knos 
we ourelack / that thereby we ſhuld torne to god 
and to knowlege oure wretchednes vn to hym / 
8d to deſyre him that of his mercy he wold make 
vs that he biddeth vs be / ãd to geve vs ſtrength 
and power to doo that which the lawe requireth 
of vs. Noote this alſo / that pꝛayar is nothinge 
elſe ſave a morninge of the ſpꝛite / a deſyre / and 
a longyng foꝛ that which ſhe lacketh / as the ſick 
moꝛneth and ſoꝛoweth in his hert longynge aft⸗ 
er health. And vn to pꝛayar ys requered the la⸗ 
weãd alſo the goſpell / that is to ſaye the promys 
ſes of God. The office off the lawe is only to vtts 
er ſinne and to declare in what miſerable damn 
acion and captivite we are in. Is it not a miſera 
ble / yea fearefull and an horrible damnacion 
and captivite that we are in / when oure very he 
rtes are ſofaſt bound and locked vnder the pos 
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reble ignoꝛaunce the layed vulerned people ſa 


- 


weroffihe deyill / that wecan not onee as modi 
&s conſent vn tothe will of allmyghty God / out 
re father/creatoꝛ/ãd maker? ye and yet ſe not ths: 
ts ſo greate/ſo ſharpe / ſo cruel/ and terrible ves: 
geance of God apon vs / vntyll the lawe come. 
The law then bꝛingeth aman vn tothe Fnowles 
ge of him ſelfe / and compelleth him to moꝛne/ to 
complayne /to ſoꝛowe/toconfeſſe and Fnowleds 
e hys ſynne and miſerie / and to ſeke helpe. The 
oſpell entyſeth dꝛaweth and ſhewethfrom w 
ence to fetche helpe / and coupleth vs to God th# 
oꝛowe fayth, Fayth ys the gncve of all health #& 
kepeth vs faſt vn tothe pꝛomyſes of God 9 
are the ſure haven oꝛ poꝛte of all quietnes of the 
conſctence, Nothyng / nether the lawe nether wa 
rkes nether y. tany other thynge cã quiette a ma 
ns conſcience ſave only fayth and truſt in thep2# 
o myſes of God. Fayth ſofreth no wynde no ſtox 
ine no tempeſt of ad verſite oꝛ temptaciõ / no thꝛ⸗ 
eatenynges of the lawe / no craſty ſotylte off the 
de vyll to ſeperatt vs fromthe love of God in Ch 
ziſte Jeſu / that ys to ſaye / to make vs beleve ths. 
at god loveth vs not in Chꝛiſte and foꝛ Chꝛiſtes 
ſake, Prayar ys the effecte and woꝛke off fayth/ 
and the ſprite thoꝛowe fayth pꝛayeth coͤtinually 
wyth moꝛnynges paſſynge all vtterance of ſpea 
e-confeſſing: d knowleginge hir grevous bõ 
dage / hir lacke and wekenes / and deſyringe hel3 
pe and ſucere. Nowe ſeiſte thou that their is not 
ſogreate diſtaunce betwene heven and erth / as 
berwene pꝛavar and momblynge a payre of ma 
tenſes oꝛ nũbꝛyng pater noſters and honouryny 
ge God wyrh the lyppes I paſſe over wyth ſyl⸗ 
ence / howe wyth oute all frute / ye wyth howe te: 


ye the pater noſter and alſothecredeinthe latys 
ne tonge. Moꝛeover they never pꝛaye which fes 
le not the woꝛkynge of the lawe in their hertes / 
and have their conſciences ſhaken and bꝛoyſed 
and as it were beaten to pouder wyththe thun 
derbolte their of. Conſyder and beholde thi ſylfe 
theirfoꝛe in the lawe diligently as in a glaſſe / #d 
then come and confeſſe thi ſynne / thi lack ãd po⸗ 
verte vn to god wyth out all maner faynyngeãd 
ypocriſy / moꝛninge and complaynynge over thi 
ne hoꝛrible damnacion / bondage and captivite 
and wyth a ſtronge fayth pꝛaye god to have meꝛ 
ey on the foꝛ Chꝛiſtf ſake-to fulfyll hys pꝛomyſ⸗ 
es /to geve the hys ſpꝛite / to looſe the/ to ſtrengts 
he the / to fullfyll all hys Godely wyll in the / to 
pouꝛe the ryches and treaſure off hys ſpirityall 
gyſtes in tothe / and to makethe ſoche a wone as 
hys herte hath pleaſure and delectacion in. And 
above all thynges deſyꝛe hym to encreace thy fa 
yth / and praye after the maner and enſample of 
this treates here folowynge. | 


c iij 


be halowed and ſanctified in vs. And kepe ou: 


lowed amonge you / when youre hertes and thos 
ghies are all wayes enclined to evyll / and ye in 


2587 The Synner "A 
97. father which art in hevẽ / what a cars Þ 

* re" betwen the ãd vs? Howe the; | 
refore ſhall we thy childꝛen here on erth / baneſy 
ed and exiled from the in this vale of miſery and 
wꝛetchednes / come home tothe in to oure naͤtur⸗ 
all countre 7 

God 


The child honoureth hys hys father / and the 
ſervaũt hys maſter. Yf J be youre father wher 
ys myne honoure. Pf I be youre loꝛde where ys 
my feare. Malachias.j. Foꝛ my name thoꝛowe 
you and by youre meanes ys blaſphemen rayld 
apon and evyll ſpoken of Eſaias. kj. 


The Sinner. 

Alas G father that ys trueth / we knowledge 
oure ſynne and treaſpace / nevertheleſſe yet beth 
ou a mercifull father / and deale not wyth vs as 
toꝛdĩg to oure deſervynges / nether iudge vs by 
the rigorouſnes off thilawe / but geve vs grace 
thatwe maye ſo lyve / that thy holy name maye 


re hertes / that we nether do ner ſpeake / no / that 
we not once thynke oꝛ purpoſe any thinge / but th 
at which is to thyne honoure and prayſe / and a⸗ 
bove all thinges make thy name and honoure to 
be ſoughte of vs and not oure awne name ãd va 
yne gloꝛy. And off thi myghty power bringe to 
paſſe in vs / that we maye love and feare the as 
a ſonne hys father. | 


God 


owe can myne honoure and name be ha 


-- #x bondage and captivite vnder ſynne / moare ov⸗ 
er ſeinge that noman can ſynge my laude and pꝛ 
agayſe ina ſtraunge countrepſal.cxxxvj. 


The Sinner. 
G father that ys trueth / we fele oure moͤbꝛes 


pye ãd alſothe very hertes of vs pꝛone ãd ready to 


ſine ãd that the woꝛld / the fleſſhe / zd the devyll 
rule in vs /ãd expell the due honoure of thyne ho 


ly name. Wherefoꝛe we beſeche the mooſt mercy 


full father / foꝛ the love that thou haſt vnto the 
ſonne chꝛiſte / helpe vs oute of this miſerable bs 
dage / and latt thi kingdome come / to dꝛyve oute 
the ſynne / to looſe the bondes off ſatan / to tame 
the fleſſhe / to make vs ryghteous and parfecte / 


and tocleve vn tothe / that thou only mayſt rats 


gne in vs / and that we maye bethi kingdome ãd 
oſſeſſion / and the obey with all oure power ãd 
engthe / both with in and with oute. 

| God 3 
Whom J helpe them J deſtroye. And whom 

I make lyvinge / ſafe / riche ãd good / them J kill 

"codene and caſt the awaye / make them bedgers 

8d bꝛing them to noughte. But ſotobe cured off 

me ye wil not ſofre pſalme.lxx vi. owe then ſh⸗ 

all J heale you / ye and what can Idomoare? 


Jeſaias. v. | 
The Sinner. 


That ys to vs greate ſoꝛowe and greffe / that 
we can nether vnderſtonde noꝛ ſofre thiwholſos 
me hande / Wherefoꝛe helpe deare father / open 
oure eyes / ãd woꝛke pacience in vs / that we mas 
ye vnderſtonde thi wholſome honde/ ãd alſo pa 


ciently ſofre thi Godly will to be fulfylled in vs. 
Furthermoꝛe though thi mooſt wholſome cure 


c ij 


lowe oure awne good thoughtes and ymaginaci 


odugh it other wyſe appere vn to oure blynde rea 


, (6-8d oures evyll / though oure blidnes ſeit not 


ſtrengt 


-  Mmerel| 


beneverſopeynfullvnto vs- yet geo forewars 4 
detherewyth / puneſh / bete / cutt / burn / deſtros 


ye / bꝛynge to noughte / damne / caſte doune vn. 
to hell / and do what ſoever thou wylte / that thi 
wyll only maye be fulfylled and not oures. Foꝛs 
bydde deare father and in no wyſe ſofre vs to fot 


ons / nether to pꝛoſecute oure awne wyll / meany 
nge and purpoſe, Foz tht wyll and oures are cle 
ne contrary one tothe other /thyne only good / th 


God 


Jam well ſerved and dalte wyth all / that mg . 
love me wyth their lyppes and their hertes are 


farre from me / and when 7 taFethem in hande 
io make them better and to amende them / then 
runne they backeward / and in the myddf of rhes 
re curynge / whyle their health ys a work inge / 
they wythdrawe them ſelves from me / as thou 
readeſte pſalme.lxxvij.converſi ſunt in die belli. 
they are tourned backe in the daye of batayle / th 
at ys to ſaye / they whych began well and cõmit⸗ 
ted them ſelves vn to me / that I ſhulde take the 
ĩ hãde ãd cure thẽ ar gone backe frõ me ĩ tyme of 
tepracton ãd kyllig of the fleſſhe / Fd ar retourns 
ed to ſ inne ãd vn to diſhonourĩg of me agayne. 
The ſynner 

O father itis true /noman can be ſtronge in 
his awne ſtrengthe / in the ſeconde chapter of the 
fyrſt off the kinges. Ne and who is able to ſofre 
and abyde befoꝛe thyne hande / yff thou the ſilfe 
the ãd comfoꝛte vs not. Wherefoꝛe moo 
full father thake vs vn tothi cure / fulfy 


\ 


FT Siwyllinvs * (ew emopbe — 
. enberitaunce-vn.tothilaudead prapſyng. Alſo 
deare father ſtrengthe and comfoꝛte vs in ſoche 
bnſines with thi holy woꝛde / geve vs oure days 
lybꝛeed / grave and pꝛintethi deare ſonne Jeſus 
in oure hertes that we ſtrengthed thoꝛowe hym 
aye cherefully and gladly ſofre ãd endure the 
deſtroyinge and killyng. ofe oure will / ãd che fus 
lfyllinge off thi will. Peandſheed oute thi gras 
ce a pon all chriſtente id ſend learned pꝛeſtes ãd 
pꝛeachers/to tæache vs thi ſonne Jeſus purely 
and to feade vs with the woꝛde off thi holy Gos 
ſpell / and not withthe dꝛeeggf and chaffe of fas 
belles and mens doctrine. n 
e God 3 
it is not good tocaſte pearles befoꝛe ſwyne⸗ 
nether to geye holy thinges and the childrens be 
ted vnto the dogges and houndes. Ne ſynne c65 
tinually with out ceaſynge / id though J lett my 
woꝛd be pꝛeached a monge you never ſo moche / 
yet ye folowe not / nether obeye / but deſpice it. 


„ The ſynner . 

G father have mercyon vs / and denye vs not 
that bzeed of love / it greveth vs ſoꝛe / even atthe 
very herte rotes of vs / that we can not ſatisſye 
thi word and folowe it / we deſyre the therefoze 
to have pacience with vs thi povre and wretchs 
ebcheldren / and to foꝛgeve vs oure treaſpace ãd 
gylt / and iudge vs not after thi lawe / for vom 
is rightewes in thy pꝛeſence. oke on thi pꝛomy 
ſes / we forgeve oure treaſpaſers and that wyth 
all oure hertes / and vn to ſoche haſte thon pros 
moyſed foꝛgevenes not that we thoꝛowe ſochfos 
rgevenes are worthy oſthy foꝛgevenes / butths 


-% 
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ſte pꝛomyſed forge vens vn to all them that fort! 
— neghbours / in this thi pꝛomyſe ther 
de is all oure hope and truſte. e 


125 God * 

I foꝛgeve vou ofte and looſe you ofte / and ye 
never abyde ſtedfaſte. Childꝛen of lytlefayth as. : 
re ye. Ne can not watche and endure with me all 
tyll while / but attonce faulle agayne in totempſ 
tacion / Matthew xxvi. 4 


The ſynner ob 

Weake ar we o father and feble / andthe tems: 
ptacion greate and manyfold / in the fleſſye and 
in the woꝛld. Aepe vs father with thi myghtyps 
ower / and lett vs not faule in to temptacion and 
fynne agayne / butt geve vs grace thatt we maye 
abyde ſtondynge / and fighte manfully vntothe 
ende / for with oute tht grace we can do nothyns 


God 


J am ryghteous and ryghte ys my iudgemẽt 
and therfoꝛe ſinne maye not be vnpuneſſhed / ye 
and ye muſte ſofre evyll and affliccion / and as 
twytchinge that ye have temptacion theirby th 
at is youre ſinnes faulte only / which compelleth 
metheir vn to /to kyll it and to heale you / or ſia 
me can with no nother medicine be dꝛaawen out 
of you but thoꝛowe adverſite and ſoferynge off 


evyll. = 
wn; <1" Coefmnner ] 
Foꝛ as moche then as adverſite tribulacion 


affliccion and evyll which fyghte agaynſte ſyn⸗ 


ne gexe vs temptacion / delyver vs out of them⸗ 


| | 12 
1 thicure and make vs — w — 
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4 then FonghorMgol I 
ctifythe / amen. And oy e 


vs thus io pꝛaye / and h wo —— 
are vs / we hope and dbaſe ok ylte gr 
aciouſhj and mercifully — 8 oure peticts 
ons-foc tht veritees ſaFe/ and tothe honouring 
off — qe 
Finally ſome man wyll ſaye happly / what #d 
ff Ican not beleve that my pꝛayer ys heard. J 
anſwere. Then do as the fathex of the poſſeſſed 
dyd in the. ix. of marke / when Chriſt ſayd vnto 
— 570 thou couldeſte beleve / all thynges are 
e vn to hym that beleveth. The father an 
ay — J beleve loꝛde / helpe myne vnbele⸗ 
fe/that is to ſaye / heale myne vnbele⸗ 
fe and geve me perfecte belefe ãd 
ſtrengthe the weak nes off 
my fayth and encre⸗ 
aſe it. 


— 
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metheir vn to/tokyll it and to heale you / For ſis 
anecan with no nother medicine be dꝛawen out 


1 adverſite and ſoferynge off 


/ 


eee Cyeſynner _ 5 
Foꝛ as mochethen as adverſite tribulacion 
affliction and evyll which fyghte agaynſte ſyns 
ne gere vs temptacion / delyver vs out of them⸗ 
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